Assalaam A’laikum.

Welcome to 2016 with
meet.learn.acquire.

After overcoming many challenges
MLA brings to you, the first issue of
2016, by launching the 11" volume
of the newsletter

I commend my predecessors for
their courageous and continuous
aspirations of making MLA and
newsletter worthy of the world of
knowledge. With the start of 2016, a
new council was elected and | take
this opportunity to congratulate all
the council members, and hope to
work with them for bigger and better
things.

This year has brought great joy to
the association by getting the
unparalleled honor of awarding a
shield to one of longest serving
members of the Library world. The
proud owner of the Naifaru Public
Library has a collection worthy of
honor, with rare gems of time such
as the original issues of the first
newspaper to be published in
Maldives. | take this opportunity to
congratulate him for his service.

The negligence on part of all the
stakeholders involved in the Koha
Project has led to the disintegration
and made it insignificant where it
was supposed to be useful.
However, MLA strives to correct this
by taking every measure available in
order to restart the project with

new vigor.

This issue also comes with the
celebration of the World Book and
Copyright Day, which is marked in
honor of all those who gave their
lives and knowledge to the field of
literature and library. As such the
purpose of this day is to promote
reading habits among the younger
generation by raising awareness
about the benefits of reading.

| take this opportunity to thank all our
readers, members, and contributors
for the continued support in article
contribution and for the encouraging
feedback for the newsletter.

Please do let us know how we are
doing by writing to us. You can leave
a comment on our blog @
http://infomalias.wordpress.co
Enjoy Reading

Thank you.

Maldives Library Association
meet.learn.acquire
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Editorial / Note from MLA President

Awarding Shield to Naifaru Library

MLA Council Members 2016

Continuation of Interview

Interview with Owner of Naifaru Library

Professional Profile: Khadeeja Mohamed

Library Profile: Maldives Islamic Library

Dhivehi: World Book and Copyright Day

WILD Training

Upcoming Events

English: World Book and Copyright Day

Some Contributors to Maldivian
Literature
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The new MLA Council was o ¢ccocecoce or s 0 » ©0 Or 2., v,
elected as stipulated in the /“/'” AFAN2A f‘”f-" ’ff y.f o S | '/”"w
MLA Constitution, by popular z

2 s oc¢ v, z 7

vote of the members present at
the meeting. The new
composition of the MLA Council
is as follows for a two year
term.

Fathimath Nashath

K eeja Mohamed

Mahasin Ahmed Didi

s 0 - cer ¢ coecr o072 > s> Zo0 Z ¢
AARAS PASLA SAZA PS5 K ASIPI—V§ XA ¢ -0 - o o oQ
z - z - - - Y pusis N e—tr—n KA @A —p s r>
¢c>2z20 2 coc s 2% coczn. s 250¢> z < z < <
. SHVPr—V § SFA® AS©S SAAIII  AS S SAFA > 0.~ ox o- - - s 0 - cecwoz ¢
Fahimath Ahmed -7z - - SSG AAOaP FYFakR AR AKSAP SEARLSp
z 2z -0 - o0 23 ¢ cece - o0 - - e
‘n}n;: P SoSsA P rARK DI s2¢ ¢ - ceoz - z-32¢ >
z - z - A5 S> sre /,xvn/ _fen//;} D fAroo, ANy
: 0oc¢ - ©-53» > 23» o3x 22 o ~oc < < <
Shaefeea Shakir HSAP® AL Fr—A KV, OF ‘asy o 2> oro0- - cecec cocr > 20, xo 7% o3>
- - - PrIar—> As<o J.A/I.f/l} gAr>s ‘/V}/I.f s
¢ er 2 oc s 0 - Z 22 o3 < a/o’/_’/ -
TPANSPS  AA AP F d P ora 4 oc¢c ¢ o z 2, o- ¢ >3 >
Shoora Shaki 2z T 25 2 1987 2e3 11 3ii$5 3322
oora axir o0~ 03 z ¢ > o, - ceceoz ¢ < < <
AP F Eatd [ Caad Bk Pl d SEAXAIS cecec o e (2 ¢ - 0~ ° 2. > or 0, -
zz zz z . PV I et ) S A Pat . nd sorar—>
¢ > coc 0 23 ¢ z- ¢ zo > - -0 - -
Th|ﬂa Umar Erkd 2PSA e SsA A2V s AJ,‘/’/I/.? o~ e« xo0 - 03>-0¢ co- e
z - - Fatandt® Pl [ Catatalddd R atand S .7
¢ £ 0X0Z 2o s 2% co0cx - 4 -
SAFrV5S <P 1296 /vnxcv/ A_f_p_r sA03 o0 - .2 2 c¢co o - - o zo. o0 e
- PVAr—D ASKAS  Sr—rvAr— /,xvn/ ‘nez“.?g/”.?
Am|nathA u”a ce o0ed,r2 >z 0o, c¢czox o0 ¢ oc>x < < < z <
CEAPARYV S F KEN SOV SN P ALF S cecro0z- Z €22~ orz 2z P 02 x4
- - zz o PP S AP FASKAS 2 by s050 < v
cec o o>x ¢ o- > > > 220> - - e
ooz 035 5 o355 Sa mpEC /,xvn; Py . er.z 052, co- e« O
Sultan Saeed - - ess e Smpso ek S ar—r—a >
- o - ¢ > o~ ¢ < z < < <
-4-1././"/1/ f} /“-f HKE A 12000 //.7 ’—’,’.7/“ e cox, 2 rec e cec cecr ¢ », ©0Cro0r0- -
- SprVILS .4:,«;« SA SAFIAL NP AvepELar—>
R coc o023> ¢ >3 ¢ce o0ec>2,-2 o0 cOr >-c - 4
Amlna'[h Jameel PIA SKPA SOF CIASANXV S F IV A PN Zz 20 o-ro0zo0x o0 o o o- o0~ >0
- > - NDS/r APOASAF SrOP Vv;o ,-’V.A'—’J 7.4./.7
c>25 . z0-- 220 o0- 0> ocecoz - > - - z z -
However, due to the unforseen SAURI— FAB> LA prs 5548 A5XC o zoc o0 . oxowxx o -0 - cwoz ¢
) : f b - - s 2z Ve oprr Ax@a FVRORA AL KAPRAF SSANSIS
resignation m member: €2, 2 > ¢ tr - 0> > - P @ < \d < e
eSg atio or some e ers s A SKS SOV A —v KOs S K@l Z¢oox o0 e oo ¢ oro0- -~ ¢>5 > j
H - z z 4 A L (- 27] ES Py var—o s2xv>
of the council, a general sLES srTerrEgr LS 2 sz
ce 0¢c 2,2 L;o;; ;ﬁ;; a;;; a; /; .
. PAPANV S P - o3 z ° - ¢ >0- 2
meeting was held, and the z - >rgL 3 =T ST £ 35 5P A S 'Y 5§75
. - 23 co>-0¢ ¢ -0 - >z - z - e e
following members were 595 a3e5  Ssrxe55  sexeasr x> 0 o 0. o0 w O c 23, o0Zo. . o0 0cro3x
' X - z - - - PRIP st Ns—r—n > AS Y, pPrAs S — v F IV
appointed for the following ¢ce 0c3--2 32 0 corr - 03-0¢ - e
CEANSARV S F RES oSOV OoR SRS cer z - ¢ >
positions - - e R tald
: or .- o0cox>02 o- > o g
PSASF PV AF P25 SASA@AP o> e> > co~- e« O ¢ LEL X
- - PPAF  SKASS S ar—r—a> (esa
- - 220-0- - 2,5, 20 2z o0 - > - < <
Alshath Abdu”a NS S KV PVAI—D NS VOKS e S<rr—> <A ¢ >3- © 2% cocZr o ZoO rec e e3>, 20 -
>7z - - - SEPA S PSS SAPV AL SIS ANSKLP SO0 39—
co- o ¢c>- 2%, o0cc - 02> ¢ 25~ e
"’)/’/"J"/? SV PPN A KAV RPN 550N 0r>> _o- - 0 - ©0 0- >3- - 0 -
R - FOAY FAKPC AAPRAF YV IBE K FAI ‘AV_,G,;‘/GA/
i i i orx 2Zz>330- ox o - - zo 25 0> ¢ z z e - <
Aishath Alima Ali SRS AU SARK BF AN AF O KBS DA - o- >0 ocx o 2 0.5
- - - z Pad Pt lald I I 4 AV @rOIS J/.ﬁ/-ﬂ
>z o- 233 o0x o - s 2 2. 25 4 < - <
. HKES SOV FV S o5 /“-A /‘/‘ -A/ HKASF KOS 2, - s o e or 20 ox o <z s oo
Athiyya Shakeel - - - Aiar mpazsA rEsme greovsss ~;m;/¢_=;/
oo~ - ~o03-0 o - - e >z - z < < e
err— 5 99 J”/‘J")J/"/ /‘/“’/’/ i '}A}r“j‘} 2o 25 e3-05 oo ¢ -0 - o
- i AL RI— > S P HAsA 9 36 SAX @A S V/G’,{
. . 0 ¢ 2. 20> 0>, - < z z < -
Aishath Ali ersrv AJﬁ’—‘/)) ‘.4/‘.7" P rd /-A)A ¢>355- -2 >, 2> o >xc ce o - >
z - d SPFVSSF PRI 2> S SA B ad SS AP S S
. . o0 ¢ ¢ zoo>c¢ 0>z, cz ox o> -
Rishfa Ibrahim VAR SIOR S PR J'J’/}’—‘.A Jj’—‘Vﬂ’ o o ol o > ¢c>5¢ oz, - - Z o >3
>z 4 —p P> SRS SOAF PVRZZ  SA ANMNPS
oc >z, > ox. -2 < e - -
}A)A/V/T/’ ,-fv»“ SV S o o~ > o >z - o e - 0 -
vreox _/; .4./" /"f/_)‘ SIS N >—tr— ) H A @A
Zulhana Adam coc 2 2 sx coc 33 0.z 4 g s
SAAPNI OV t X 22vA Fakrd el il P oc- z - o~ s 0 -
Aminath H ma z - - - Fald 2016 J‘f/‘) 07 AAFF  SPIS SA KE@A
O 2 2o 0cs>rr2 22 - 23 z z -
SRA2E KA 1991 PAXVSAF FAE ASPS cer 2> s 2.2
- - CIAFIAA S -2,
ol ¢>50 -0 - 0 33x¢>5> o > 4
L 27 - v 5° [ z - 22, 2 z -
1980 <~> 07 R E i
z 2 -
0c> ¢>¢ ¢> 0 2¢> -0 - o0 o0r 2. - -
RS 2 -/I 35N ARPAF VIBF RKFAN A5
z - - - -
2. 05 o~ ¢ > >e 2. ¢25- o - ¢
AFIIPNANK S;A VA AV KSTAMC < o
- - - - -
¢ o- > sr02- zco ¢ Zzo0 >ee o- >
S22 SS rrees cora Sl 2550
-
o 23 [l 02 €c>2-r0r -~ Z- 0 ¢
2 SUses SPxY SELSA SPVrar—> 2 oL SIS
- z
2, 0- 2 € o23x 0 ~ 2- 2, - z I3 ¢ -~ 0 -
PPARS SSSr—S S0 (XFAIS  AKS SAX@I
- - z -
¢cecr o zo >z
;A Sox@A <ESM
z - -
2 ¢ s 0 - ~ 23 >z >z
SMPEA AE@AF > ASes PSSP AL




Maldives Library Association

ox 2> z2o0¢ o3 Z - o~ P oc¢ ~

L5 PFPAN £5 LoO0 sey vIE ara
- z

20 > or ~ © ¢ 0 22 -~ - 2 ¢>>%20 ¢

A S22V

LR R e el ol S A
'

7 Z 2 > € 0 D¢ o 2 o>»o - o >
PA PRV APINS S NSV VI SOV OS5
L 'l Cd

z o0 > o, ox zo0c¢co ¢ - o
Py Ry AABAL S AI— 9
z Pl -

- ¢ >2z20~- s 2, s 0 - - ¢ >2z20~-
ANFIAVVAN NSV AAXPAF  AFIAVVAN
7 - - z P Pavd

o e oc oc¢c oc P oc¢ - ” 7 ©0 2
gar—@e aSaa S5 aAr< v S
- z
s 02 o ¢cceczr ox o s 03 P4 s 2,
SIS I FI @ FVIVA I PO ASY
rd 'l
z 2 z s 02 7 e C c >, 22225,
P P35 48  AsAe s PO FN2
rd 'l e
¢czo0 2> o¢crZz20¢ ©0x0 0% O0¢Cr O >
SIS ASVII G SVIASIIA AV PN,
” Ed

I3 or -z P o s 0 - ¢ o ¢
S22 SIS ASNF A, HKA@ASFA SIS

z - s z c 2 2 4
2 -z ¢ > 22, 2 2 ¢ o 2 2, or -7z o0~
KPS S KV SR SRV KA SV

-
>, - ¢ oc¢ - or 2 o0 ¢ oxo -~ o053
vova el 2 Pt aradl SYIASIIA
- -

x ¢ o ¢ > 2 - > s Cc0Z s 222 -
PN =PRSS AFSFS  ASSSAY
z - z - -
> e s 0CX~- 0 2 o0 c¢e o~ o0 ¢
VS SA ASALS >S5 Coo oA '/"/“/‘:}

i z
2z, 030 s r 0 22 ¢ > z 2 2, 0~

AVR PV~ AVPrOIRAXY AASD SIS
' ” s - ' z

o-%20 > o0-r- o0 ¢c0lP ¢>3-.-3>
VPN KPS TP IR SN2
'

meet.learn.acquire

Newsletter Volume 11  Issue 01 April 2

z Z 2, s 0 » 0 Or 2., »
a2 4 -/.j’T‘) h AXR@AP Y IOF X FAN
20 > © ¢ co¢eczo & © s P Q0 O

IIIV® VS DIVA VAN AS S
-

20 2¢c o0 cc s 2,00 2 2 2., L& &
BRSNS ASFRI OO 2SS [ ®9S
-
o 2, e rd ” O e ¢ o ¢ 7 2 s 7
SR F A VA KPP P SIS S YOV
- z z - - z

0 - e e > o~ o0~ > oc
FAN2A s e sovaAs P4d ‘v/o AD@
- e -

or 02, Z 20 2¢ s 0 - s 0c2 2
SV 00X F P el akd HKAX @A fAs PR
z - - -
Zo0c¢c -~ s recc o - Z o e -

o -
(PHSIVA  PSFOOL NPV ©OF  SASr—F
z - - -
or - s 0 - ¢ ~rc¢co0 #Z o0c¢c 2,2 o
FVA AAPAF FANFIIANS AFALS SV
z - - P

- ¢ >220- 223252, 03> cee -
IS BRVVAN PO NS IKLA SA SA IV
” ' rd 4
3

ceocecece 232303, 0r-rxX - 0>
SPASFIP PO FNS SVLS SIS S
s 7

e
23¢ coc -~ o0 - ¢ ~co0 #Z oc¢czZ
5 SAANK K P BAF O 2AS A2 EN
z - - Pe -
¢ or o z [ P - o 2 or 2
PSS APLSA SF2 SA IS 2250
- z - - - - -
s 0 - P o ¢ > s - ox»- o7 or - 072
A2A FEN g Wl p B L e Fa g S O ]
S, s ¢ o0 or -0 - z > o> .-
oA Pt d SRV AN PR Padla¥
ee ee o >2>5 . oco .- coc- o0 o ¢ccox
@ SRV ALINF SARIINS oo
d rd

©>20¢ ~r-ro0-r 03X
TSNS SAS 25
-

&@eor> 02 > ¢ o 7 2% e&ke O>¢
SESVHKY SIPSKANNY FASD ASPOS VS EN
- 7 e - -
C -, sr0r0-
iPA®Y VNV
i L 4
z <z Z - - P d ¢co ¢ . >2¢,
S5 2 Pl iaiadd PG 2SvA . oL e
' s
[3 ©0rr 2 - 0- 2 ¢ 0 e > ¢ >
z -
cee o ¢ o~ o0 ¢ o¢ccecr >3- - [ R
SsA /v’), TSV S @ /;eeo S STV VKV S K
C
o0~ x or - - Z ¢ 2> o3 o 2>
Sr@ P4 s s2nv B el

s O - 2

o ¢ o - ¢cZo0c¢c 2> 2,90, 0 >
SL DS SV SNBSS SN VS ASFRI0r—S
e e e
s 27 ¢ e o 2 I g 2 -
Pat et ] N -2alald AV RrOI S 4
d rd
-

~ 2, 020 20 2 or - 2 2, [ o0>»o
ASVLRIVI— 2N, > FXS KAS SV FU—
rd rd

cor > - el - 23 coczZzoz ¢ -

SPFANV AV P9 ASPOS SAASA2 APV
e rd rd rd

- 2 ¢ 2> o3 o - o ¢ - - scec ¢

SA SONy  PF NS NMSANSS  ASKL

rd rd e e
eere 0 0
LERA SIS A

/

L5030 2 JRWAL)
g

s




Maldives Library Association meet.learn.acquire Newsletter Volume 11 Issue 01 April 2016

2 s 0 2 2¢ > z ¢ ¢ s 0 o
NIKPIAN NONRY ANK9 SAX@PA S V/ @ 3 /_; /uv
7 7 7 7 P4
”", ’},_, Ilt,
wunmn PUBLIC LIBAARY

ClPo €233> 0 -

-_pn./v/v nn /ﬁ/ S PP S S PA

rr @ g L 4 s
o3 &4 o3 - > ¢ > P 2%,

PF ANV P©F VA @ SIS S5A @9

- - z z
oc¢c - oc ¢z z ¢co ¢ > 7 27 o ¢ © 2 >0¢
AXRDD S FAH SIS SA IS K AA
rd
o0 c¢ccor s oc s 0 - 2 - 2~ 0- 2 s 0 -
HSISS S AN AP PAS SOAx> S
z I z s
o3 s 02 s 22 P ~ 03X O0cC o
FVIIII S AS KD ARAS AFI VAN ©F
rd rd rd e rd

- o ¢ < or ¢ ¢ ¢z z o0~ 03 ¢ o
CANPBINS L@ FAX©® S FAD ALLFA IS 9N
z - - - -

z s 2 oc¢ - z ¢co ¢ s 2
.4 et 2] a2 a2y /-04 Efat g Tad v 2o
z 7
2, - 2272 2 2~ 0- 2 [
S2uA ,1.4 (S Fr—2 poAax> ./.A S eSS

- - ~o0x2z.- 0 >e z -'-’zoz

g4 ,x/v.a_; .«(;/V/,or“) va aa Msen
z ” ”

o ¢ s 2 [ s 2, 24 .. 7 2> 7 -

—9 /f.”_s‘/f S E/VSSA ASPOS S A '/V}ﬁ/‘ Faddd

e > o > Fd 2e¢ 222> o> 2, -

S /“/7 S5 wrk> vansel P27 KPae@
- z - - -

o >0 ox o 2> - O - 2 s COr s

SO POF SO XS S®A AF ISV

z - -

- oc s 0 - e Z 7 ¢ 0 2¢
'.7/"/“ SNBSS AN K AP (o509 AFSI®
z I 2z -

>z - o 2>c or - - or > < - O
HKLD2 AN OS5 AP P® PSS SAAPAS
4 -

-

>, o0¢ orz 2
KR O 10 }/jv J‘.\‘/)/l /./ /;vn/
rd

o~r 02 ©0r - 02 [N 5 ‘2/3 2011 O 3¢ 2 s 0 -
CFANAY FPSANS SKLA ;t/l e (P v}/_ﬂ .4_.6.: ﬁd /"J‘J‘j //'-4/
- P -
0/0;:’? o - o>>/; o/;; ’/:’ o ¢ ° o> P L0 ~ >0,
S BV RS ) rRoaZ 2paS2 25 2P 3REF A5 }/, F2Sa5 1 83
;/‘0 5 Sha ;;3,/; /;:,,/ {_;;v‘_: < 2. €550 oo - o ¢ ox -
-
7z = . bl erze NIFLRZ SOAV pr—p /*:fvxe’—'g.x
LINTG BAL AV RS SV
rd rd
oe¢ -~ o0 ~- ¢ > zo z s 23 co 7z -~
AANA A @, Y P AsoS S —r—a
z i - -
sr00, 0 o0-> ¢ 0 - © 0, 2, - 2 z
vy g0 o PSS SKxBH v A A Z- O~ < - c Or»r 22,
bt s Z SpHeNr V2O 7 averv S _r_x/v/l_;n /v_r.«t/v N
¢ 2 -3 z > z235%0¢ ox 253 > ¢333» ox
PEASY ks Askvaa L5 AVEIrTA SOAVS SO
rd rd ”
¢c>-r 072 20 o- > ¢ -0 - . 26, © A 29¢ 2z %% 02xc - 2s °ss
525855 35 2355 Skidazs 1 eps AmA@Sc avpas¥ sesa ajre ask
- z 7 -
oc ¢ z0 >c 22 233 o3x zz
0o o> > co> o- ¢ > e e ¢ ¢
Py Ssea s aK 5 A5 A0 "7/”’/'/ //‘/ SoE Ay AV 27 v
”
5. cec oz 205, . 2 2c > 2z [3 o ¢ > P o~- >2>20-
"’-’E”—‘/‘I/"/' 2% .:g/t//)j' prrssss  ZEFVD FPEE oS SPESS A SV SAA
rd 2 7 ”
zo. > azzé P o z. ‘04 s 0- e 2 o0 2 2¢e » Z
paxy /,_“,_,/} y,,y,, "’/"/"f—’/‘j‘ ,l,y ,w.::;yn_,-t vop :1/“/");)0 f/“.: /:’
”

o ~ ¢x0 o033%c ccce or o0z <L < 2 Q¢ .2.% ¢ e €0 22¢cc
_,*} ;.4.:.4 SIS AL SRS PASSL ARPSS lahascd -;“’ e’ sz S SHSF 2
22m5. oxor & o 6 co > PR 00, - eco- - ¢33> oo -
PRy fV_\‘J‘-/’(f ,ﬂ//,ﬂ/) 5 Sbs e :l.!;fy :e,—',e/ PVANr—D> SORY K @r—S<
0 . o0cwox>? o, > e _ col? orr 2 - 0-> o©O <>¢‘. z Pt - or -
PIArF SSrveF 2550 J.)‘J‘v/)/ 2PN SHA THITANZ S SKA PP p AVRSS SAS

- 4 z
z > or 0 - 200 >P2 2z o - ° ¢
KV PYAr—> Asvexsiy e ,«Vr—‘.? ,)‘.A
'l e

[3 [3 - o 2 > [ X
Sy PN SVSA KAV /“/.:0-4 5 Ss0A Jvﬁ}}
s 7

- s Zo0 22, 3 o ¢ or o0 >
—AA AF 20 KOS /“/-7/’ —s zv"/“/:
rd

-

o s 0 - 2 L L4 2 2, o2 2 220, ox

SYAK K P HKASF KPS SRS KV SANR LOF
z 4 -

o0o0oc¢cx o ©0>»o o 2 2> [3 o - 22 o3
rerr pyver— IseoA .f.? /1.4 CTHEYS F

o-r 0> - 0~ ozﬂ >225>, o0- -
195 zv‘vv/y//s SN S PO NS Ve
rd rd
e 0P o0-r 2225, o0 >, 03
EPASS AL I NS SVPLF
rd




Maldives Library Association meet.learn.acquire

32 years ago today, Ms.
Kahdeeja Mohamed made one of the
most  important  life  changing
decisions in her life by joining the
Aminiya School library. She was
driven to take this step for several
reasons. When asked why, she
stated,;

‘I was working in STO, but as | was
had to face
discrimination ~ within  the  work
environment. | was also a mother of
2 children, so | decided to work in
the academic section, hoping it
would have a positive impact on the
lives of my children”

a woman, |

Thus Aminiya hired one of
its longest serving staff members
and Khadeeja found not only a job,
but a passion for a lifetime. After
working as a Librarian in Aminiya
School for a few years, she realized
that the field was very appropriate for
working women. Furthermore, her
vision of benefitting her children
through her job became true when
both her children grew up to be avid
readers. Talking about her children
with gentle pride and happiness,
Khadeeja shared,;

“I did not have to bring tutors for my
children until they were in the 10™
grade. | would always bring them
books that were related to their
grade and they would learn for
themselves.”

While the Dhivehi saying “A
book alone cannot provide a person
with knowledge” is true in its literal
context, having a book, and
devouring a book is quite different.
Khadeeja's children learned the
latter from their mother and today
they are quite successful in their
respective fields.

Once she realized that
being a Librarian was indeed her
dream job, being the open-minded
person that she was, Khadeeja
aspired to improve herself in the field
and get certified in order to validate
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Khadeeja Mohamed; a legacy of Aminiya

School Library

over the first three years of working
in Aminiya School. This attempt
also served the purpose of filling in
whatever gaps of knowledge she
had about the field. As such in
1985 she gained a Diploma in
Library Sciences from Sri Lanka
and become of the first librarian
staff to undergo formal training in
this field.

After studying, Khadeeja
came back to Aminiya in order to
implement the knowledge that she
had gained. As such, she too the
responsibility of ensuring that the
school’'s books were organized
according to a specific system, and
made sure there were no
confusions within the cataloguing
system. She taught the rest of the
staff the complex science of
classifying books and oversaw the
complete organization of the
Aminiya Library. Even today, it is
one of the well-organized libraries
in Male’.

Nevertheless, she did not
achieve all this without facing any
challenges. Quite to the contrary,
there were times that made her
guestion her proficiency, and there
is still one challenge that she has
to face on a daily note. With a look
of regret and subtle pain in her
eyes she explained;

“Books are not given importance
anymore. They have become a
source of waste paper for many
people, and is not given the proper
respect that they deserve. People
are reluctant to read books and
open their minds.”

Consequently she feels
that an appropriate budget for
libraries are not established.
According to her, the amount of
new books that the library receives
each year seem to dwindle.
Subsequently, students have less
new material to read and the latest
edition of  many important
textbooks are also missing from the
library. Thu she wants to make

Yet, her aspirations do no end
there. When asked about her long-
term and short-term  goals,
Khadeeja responded with an
impish smile and said,;

“Before | retire | want to digitalize
the Aminiya School Library. This
would be my contribution to the
place | have worked in for many
years. | have already started the
work, and hope to succeed soon.”

In addition to this, before
she leaves this field, she hopes to
conduct some activities that would
inspire the younger generation to
read. Having been given the
chance to join the MLA council as
Vice-President this year, she
affirms that she has realized that
there are many things that she can
do to encourage people towards
books and knowledge.

While her vision for the
field is broad and ambitious, she
also has an important message for
all new members who will be
joining this field. She asks them to
work, not only with diligence, but
also pride and passion. In her own
words she said;

“Be eager in what you do. Don’t
think of it as just another job. It is
not. It's a way of life. It's an
infatuation. It becomes a guide in
life and it helps you raise your
children well, with knowledge and
wisdom. Take pride in the fact that
you would be providing such a
significant service to students.”

Thank you, Ms.
Khadeeja for the long years of
service that you have given to this
field and the nation. You have
become a role model to many
students who pass through
Aminiya School, you have become
their ‘Library Dhatha’. Likewise
you have guided and comforted
many lost souls in your years of
service. We here at MLA wish you
all the best in all your endeavors.



Maldives Library Association meet.learn.acquire

Newsletter Volume 11 Issue 01 April 2016

Library Profile: Islamic Library — A Hidden Gem
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housed in the Islamic Centre which

in  Maldives is

Islamic

library

consists of the grand mosque
Mohamed Thakurufaanul Auzam, the
then Islamic Affairs, a conference hall
etc. The Islamic  Centre
established in 11" November 1984 and
the library was open to the public on
21% May 1985. The library was then

managed by Ministry of Justice and at

was

present by the Ministry of Islamic
Affairs.

30,000 books.

It has a collection of about

The library has a wide range of books
mainly focusing on Islam. It also has a
English and Dhivehi

books. The subject areas of Islamic

collection of

books consist of Islamic History,
Literature, Law, Figh, Agidah, Hadith,
Shari’ah, etc. written by well-known
authors such as Ibn Hanbal, Ibn Maja
and Qurtubi. The English collection is

mostly Law and History books.
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The library has all the Friday sermons

since it's establishments and all
magazines, journals and leaflets that
contains Islamic values and culture
published in the country are available,

namely Dharuma, Dheenugemagu etc.

Saudi Arabian government and some
that

donates lot of books. The staff of the

tourists arriving from country

library takes responsibility in procuring

and updating the collection of books.

Library is maintained by trained staff

and the books are arranged and
organized in Dewey Decimal
Classification system. The

management seeks to upgrade it's
services by automating from a manual
system so that they can give a quality

service to it's users. The ultimate goal

of the library is to digitalise their
collection.

Though the library space is much
smaller than when it was initially

opened the staff ensures usage of
space for book arrangement is well

accessible to the customers.
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however books can be borrowed by

library is open for everyone
members. A nominal fee of Mvr 20.00
is for registration and an annual fee of
Mvr 60.00
member. The library is open during
week days from 0800hrs — 15:00hrs
and on Saturdays from 09:00hrs —

15:00hrs.

is charged to become

Other services given by the library are
photocopying services and assists to
translate Arabic language to Dhivehi
for the patrons who requires it. A lot of
library users are University students
and teachers. The library also has it's
own activities planned annually and
marks their anniversary on 21% May

very eventfully.




Workshop on Library
Development

Maldives Library Association  will
conduct a training for Lhaviyani Atoll
librarians and interested persons
during May 2016.

The objectives of the workshop is:

to develop basic technical skills
to acquire knowledge on the
functions of different libraries
standardize libraries based on the
knowledge gained

Modules covered will be:

Acquisition (procedure of
selection and ordering books)
Accessioning (record keeping and
maintaining library books and
other materials)

Classification (how to assign
Dewey Decimal Classification
number)

Cataloguing (identifying catalogue
elements of the material, what is
card catalogue and computerized
catalogue, etc.)

Koha Installation for following
Schools

While the installation of Koha is one of
the biggest projects that MLA has
aspired to finish, it has been halted for
quite some time now. With the
appointment of the new council this
year, MLA has taken upon itself to re-
start it with a new vigor and passion
As such MLA approached the following
schools so far this year:
Lh. Naifaru Public Library
Thajudheen School
Rasmaadhoo School/ R. Atoll
Billabong High International
School (nstallation Completed)

Dhivehi Big Book Writing
Competition

The Maldives Library Association is
organising a "Dhivehi Big Book Writing
Competition for Children (3 to 6 year
olds)".

Interested candidates shall be invited
to participate in a two day workshop
where themes such as early childhood
language, Maldivian cultural context,
traditions, diversity (tolerance &
acceptance) and illustration will be
discussed. The workshop shall be
conducted by professionals and experts
in the respective fields.
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World Book and Copyright Day — 23rd April 2016
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WORLD BOOK AND COPYRIGHT DAY

Mohamed Ami Didi

Greetings and best wishes to all authors, publishers,
booksellers, librarians, readers and book lovers on the
occasion of World Book and Copyright Day. Since 1995
the United Nations Educational Cultural and Social
Organisation (UNESCO) has marked the 23rd of April as
World Book and Copyright Day. The day is auspicious for
fans of literature as it marks the death anniversaries of
Miguel De La Cervantes (whose book Don Quixote is
widely considered the first modern novel) and William
Shakespeare.

In the Maldives, the day is being marked by the Maldives
Library Association in association with the Dhivehi Bahuge
Academy and the National Library of Maldives. This is
also the first time the event is being publicly held in the
Maldives. Congratulations to the organisers for taking this
important measure as it will certainly foster greater interest
in reading and bring literature, especially Dhivehi
literature, to a larger audience. The event will likewise give
greater exposure to Maldivian authors and their works.
Books (be they novels, short stories, histories,
philosophies or other references) are one of the most
important ways through which we make sense of our life
world. They inform us and, in turn, shape who we are. In
the Maldives, books have had an exalted place throughout
our long history. In early days books were expensive items
and remained the exclusive preserve of the nobility and
well-to-do. The most common book in most Maldivian
homes pre-Twentieth Century would be the Noble Quran.

,/,'/," «‘%)‘C)
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Maldives Library Association,
National Library,

National Museum Building
Medhuziyaaraiy Magu

Male’, 20158

Maldives

Blog: http://infomalias.wordpress.com
E-mail: info.malias@gmail.com
Phone: 7752878 (Hotline)
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William Shakespeare

Some of the earliest pre-Twentieth Century books in the
Maldives would be Bodu Thaaheedhu, The History of
Maldives by Hassan Thaajudeen and the verse book
Dhiyoage Raivaru by Bandeyri Hassan Manikufaan. The
advent of cheap paper and the modern printing press (as
elsewhere) had been nothing short of a revolution for
Maldivian writing. Much of the Maldives' current literary
tradition goes back to the mid Twentieth Century.
Advancements in printing technology made it possible, for
writers such as Mohamed Ameen, Meerubahurugey Ismalil
Didi, Hussain Salaahudeen, Ibrahim Shihab, and Mohamed
Jameel among others to write and publish great works of
literary, cultural and historical significance. This was the
golden era of Maldivian letters.

In those early days there was not much need for intellectual
property rights. The high speed flow of information in the
Twenty First Century, where boundaries demarcating
ownership often get blurred (with written work often being
reproduced and disseminated all over the Internet without
the consent of the original author), it is imperative to have
the appropriate legislative and institutional framework in
place to ensure that writers and publishers get recognition
of ownership. Furthermore, a robust intellectual property
rights regime would ensure that the uncompensated and
unsanctioned use of authors' intellectual property is brought
to a halt. In this regard, World Book day is a most opportune
time for us to kick start this debate and find out the ways
and means for Maldivian artists to protect and promote their
work.
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